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SECRET VIENNA 2450 

FROM US REP MBFR 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: FARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: INFORMAL SESSION WITH EASTERN REPS MARCH 18, 1974 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN THREE AND ONE-HALF HOUR INFORMAL SESSION 
MARCH 18, ALLIES WERE REPRESENTED BY BELGIAN REP, UK REP AND 
US REP, AND EAST BY SOVIET REP SMIRNOVSKY (KHLESTOV WAS 
EXCUSED AS ILL), POLISH REP STRULAK AND CZECHOSLOVAK REP 
KLEIN. SESSION WAS CONTINUED STAD-OEF, WITH EEW NEW ARGUMENTS 
ON EITHER SIDE. EASTERN REPS STRESSED THAT ANY TROOP REDUCTION 
AGREEMENT WAS POSSIBLE ONLY IF WEST WAS WILLING TO TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT EASTERN INTEREST IN REDUCTION OF AIR AND NUCLEAR FORCES. 
ALLIED REPS AGAIN SUCCEEDED IN REPEATEDLY BRINGING DISCUSSION 
BACK TO THE POINT THAT WAR IN CENTRAL EUROPE COULD BEST BE 
AVOIDED THROUGH CORRECTING IMBALANCES IN GROUND FORCES; ONLY 
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AT END DID SMIRNOVSKY OBJECT THAT THIS WAS THEORY OF SOVIET 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



AGGRESSION. 

2. EASTERN REPS AGAIN MAINLY EMPHASIZED POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
FACTORS IN ARGUING FOR AIR AND ESPECIALLY NUCLEAR REDUCTIONS. 
EASTERN PUBLIC OPINION SIMPLY WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND IT IF THESE 
FEARED WEAPONS WERE OMITTED FROM REDUCTIONS. WESTERN REPS 
FOCUSES ON MORE PRACTICAL MILITARY ASPECTS AND EASTERN REPS 
AVOIDED ANSWERING A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC QUESTIONS IN THIS AREA. 

DESPITE FACT THAT WESTERN REPS CONTINUED TO MAINTAIN WHOLLY 
NEGATIVE POSITION WITHOUT ANY DEVIATION FOR THIRD SESSION IN 

A ROW, EASTERN REPS CONTINUED PATIENT AND RESTRAINED IN THEIR 
RESPONSE. 

3. AMONG RELATIVELY FEW SPECIFIC NEW POINTS RAISED BY EAST WAS 
THAT, DESPITE DIFFICULTY OF COMPARING DIFFERENT TYPES OF EQUIPMENT, 
INCLUDING AIRCRAFT, SYMBOLIC REDUCTION WOULD BE EASIER BECAUSE 
IT COULD FOCUS ON A FEW TYPES WHERE COMPARABILITY WAS GREATEST. 
EASTERN REPS CLAIMED THERE HAD BEEN 10,000 MAN INCREASE IN 
WESTERN AIR FORCE MANPOWER DURING 1973, AND THAT 50 PERCENT 

OF WESTERN AIRCRAFT WERE CONFIGURED TO DELIVER NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
THEY POINTED OUT AS ARGUMENT FOR REDUCTING AIR FORCE THAT 
FRG AIR FORCE PERSONNEL MANNED PERSHINGS. THEY ASKED WHETHER 
WESTERN REFUSAL TO INCLUDE NUCLEAR AND AIR WEAPONS CARRIED OVER 
TO SECOND PHASE OF NEGOTIATIONS. MAJOR SPECIFIC EASTERN 
JUSTIFICATION FOR SYMBOLIC REDUCTION APPROACH AS APPLIED TO 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS WAS THAT IT WOULD FREEZE FURTHER EXPANSION. 
SMIRNOVSKY TWICE REFERRED TO SYMBOLIC REDUCTION PROPOSAL AS 
A POSSIBLE SEPARATE AGREEMENT, TO BE IMPLEMENTED DURING FURTHER 
NEGOTIATION ON REDUCTIONS, THUS BOLSTERING ALLIED CONTENTION 
THAT EAST ACCEPTS PHASE NEGOTIATION IN PRINCIPLE. ALLIED REPS 
POINTED OUT WEAKNESSES OF EASTERN METHOD OF CALCULATING REDUCTIONS 
AND LOGICAL FALLACY OF SYMBOLIC REDUCTION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, 
WHICH WOULD NOT REDUCT THE DANGER OF WAR. 

4. ALLIEDRF.PS MAKE CLEAR AT BEGINNING OF SESSION THAT THEY INTENDED 
TO RAISE US-SOVIET REDUCTIONS AND ALSO STABILIZING MEASURES 

IN FORTHCOMING SEVENTH SESSION. SMIRNOVSKY APPEARED TO ACCEPT 
THIS POINT AND RAISED NO PROCEDURAL OBJECTION TO DISCUSSION OF 
STABILIZING MEASURES. AT END OF SESSION, SMIRNOVSKY REQUESTED 
THAT NEXT SESSION BE HELD ON MARCH 25 INSTEAD OF MARCH 21 IN 
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ORDER TO GIVE EAST LONGER TIME TO PREPARE AND BACAUSE OF KHLESTOV'S 

ILLNESS. ALLIED REPS SAID THEY WOULD PREFER SESSION ON 

MARCH 21, BUT THAT THEY COULD ACCEPT SEVENTH SESSION OF SERIES 

ON MARCH 25 IF KHLESTOV STILL INDISPOSED. ALLIED REPS NOTED 

THAT THEY WOULD RAISE US-SOVIET FORCES AND STABILIZING MEASURES 

IN SEVENTH SESSION. SMIRNOVSKY MERELY ACKNOWLEDGED THIS AND 

DID NOT COMMENT FURTHER. SMIRNOVSKY SAID THAT, FOR HIS PART 

IN SEVENTH SESSION, HE WOULD TRY TO SUMMARIZE SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS 
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AND PERHAPS RAISE SOME EURTHER QUESTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

REMAINDER OF REPORT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. TRINKA 

SECRET 
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